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About the Artist

FAMRZTX

Eli de Haas (b. 1999, Rotterdam, the
Netherlands) is an artist who explores

the boundaries of subterranean worlds

in his colorful, ambiguous, and magical
compositions. His works summon the
viewer's childlike spirit, prompting intuitive
feelings and responses rather than

rational conclusions. Evoking fragments

of dreams or fairy tales, the works often
feature free, casual, and sometimes naive
figuration, presenting a more visceral,
embodied presence to the reality he depicts,
without ever pinning down a single, fixed
interpretation. In de Haas's compositions,
bodies morph into landscapes, silhouettes
emerge from the shadows, and faces become
the projection of viewers' inner worlds.

De Haas studied at the Gerrit Rietveld
Academie in Amsterdam and Kunstakademie
Disseldorf.

The artist currently lives and works in
Rotterdam, the Netherlands.
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Installation views of "Close to Heaven, Close to Hell" TR RSE

On the occasion of Eli de Haas's solo
exhibition "Close to Heaven, Close to Hell,"
the gallery team had an in-depth discussion
with the artist, highlighting the thoughts
and concepts behind his art practice. The
exhibition opened at MOU PROJECTS in
Hong Kong on July 13, 2024.

Featuring his most recent paintings, the
exhibition explores the complex, ambiguous
relationship between figuration and the idea
of space, fabricating dreamlike and surreal
worlds that linger between extreme allusions.
The title "Close to Heaven, Close to Hell" does
not refer directly to the religious imagery
but rather invites viewers to navigate the
suggested, mysterious terrain in between,
the one that encapsulates both real and
imagined experiences, authentic and fictional
narratives. In exploring the ambiguous space
captured in his works that spans disparate
worlds, the artist invites viewers to explore
the liminality between the familiar and the
unknown, the real and the imagined. By
blurring the boundaries between confined
environments and figuration as well as their
evoked relationships, his work prompts a
deeper, more nuanced engagement with the
complexities of the human experience.
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MOU PROJECTS (MP):

Most of the works featured in the show are
paintings on panels. What characteristics do
you value the most in experimenting with its
materiality? How is painting on hard surfaces
different from the rest methods?

Eli de Haas (Eli):

Paint behaves quite differently on panels
than on canvases. For me, creating
transformations is a very essential part

of painting; | never adhere strictly to one
direction. The imagery evolves, merges, and
is often painted over in a dynamic, back-and-
forth process. When one element emerges,
it often necessitates revising or removing
another. Working on panels allows me to
sand or scratch away parts of the painting,
revealing underlying layers. And because
the subjects | explore often involve a certain
fragility, this way of dealing with layers is
very valuable. It enables me to create thinner,
more delicate formulations, helping me
approach the figuration in my work in a less
rigid and perhaps more ambiguous way.

MP:

Magical, cartoonish characters populate
your paintings. What is your fascination with
creating these figures and depicting them on
canvases?

Eli:

To me, the characters in my work aren't
particularly magical. Although they aren't
reflections of any actual existing persons, |
use figuration to explore real-life elements
and experiences—maybe not so much in the
way it resembles reality, but instead in the
way it challenges one.

MP:

The relationship between figures and their
surrounding environments is often the key to
solving puzzles in your works. For example,
in Untitled (2024), the central figure's hair
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Untitled, 2024 (m&@) - 2024
Oil on panel ANAHE
57 x50 cm 57 x50 cm

merges with the tree-like objects as one.
How do you explore this theme in your work?

Eli:

Throughout the process, | approach

every element—be it figure, color, object,
or background—with the same level of
possibility. Each component holds equal
importance and maintains a similar
performative presence. Since | often
understand little about the subjects |
engage with and can never predict where
discoveries will emerge, | must treat each
work in its entirety as a space of discovery.
By constantly shifting between clarity and
ambiguity, a new narrative seemingly forms
itself.

MP:

Where does your inspiration often come
from? Are the scenes and figures derived
from your own life experiences, observations
of the world around you, or primarily from
your imagination?

Eli:

| believe that "not understanding" is my most
fundamental drive. In a way, what I'm doing
in my works is formulating uncertainties,
which involves challenging my perceptions
of things and creating a sort of indifference
to my own judgment. Although | lose the
origin of the narratives in my work during
the artistic journey, | take most actions with
quite some consideration and don't see them
as imaginations. | engage with the obscurity
and uncertainty of things—not necessarily
illuminating or strictly defining them but
observing and utilizing the uncertainties that
emerge. | know that the origins of my work
are not random, but it can be challenging

to trace exactly where the insights came
from. Real-life experiences and observations
definitely play a significant role here, but |
also quickly let go of them, reaching for a
more hidden subterranean area.
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MP:

Your use of vibrant pastel colors leaves vivid
impressions. How did you develop this style
of painting?

Eli:

It seems to me that the appearance of my
work largely just happened by chance: as
I've never aimed to develop a specific style.
In paintings, I'm never able to really separate
color from figuration; they're too deeply
intertwined. You could say that color has
guided me just as much as | have applied it.

MP:

You often prefer naming your works
"untitled." Could you share with us your
motivation behind it?

Eli:

Words often come only at the end of the
process, if they come at all. When a painting
is working well, it becomes autonomous

in a way. A painting then seemingly starts
speaking beyond me, and | don't want to
break up that conversation.

MP:

Are there any artists in particular who
inspire your painting practice?

Eli:

While | am often moved by the art |
encounter, | tend to forget most of it once

| start working in the studio. | can look at
other artists' works quite obsessively. Today,
for example, | was very taken away by the
work of Léon Spilliaert: there is a beautiful
uncertainty in his paintings. Although | can
feel a very strong connection to certain
pieces of art, I've never been interested in
approaching the art | come across as a way
to discover elements | can concretely adopt
for myself.
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Untitled, 2021
Oil on linen
60 x 50 cm; 61.3 x 51.3 cm (with frame)

()
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60 x 50 cm ; 61.3 x 51.3 cm ( F1E )
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MP:

Would you like to share some of your
upcoming projects and exhibition plans?

Eli:

| don't have anything official to announce yet,
but there is a lot of new works in the making.
I'm very much looking forward to being
focused in the studio at the moment.

made up in you, 2024
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Oil on panel AN E
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Copyright © 2024 MOU PROJECTS Ltd. and
the artist.

Photos by Felix SC Wong.

All images courtesy of Eli de Haas and MOU
PROJECTS.

All rights reserved.
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